This is how I am indebted to my country!

An encounter with the most influential aspects of Iranian identity,
spending a few quiet moments with objects that are silent, yet
express the hidden history of a three thousands year old
civilization, is a beautiful and valuable experience. This was the
stimulus for artistic creativity in the visual presentation of our
national heritage. The present collection has therefore been
designed according to standards slightly different from the
conventional approaches of museums. The goal had been for the
images to demonstrate both their artistic and visual aspects as
well as their status as documents. Thus in completing the visual
archives of the National Museum of Iran, the deciding factors were
historic identity, uniqueness, archaeological prominence, aesthetic
value and craftsmanship.

Selecting a space capable of presenting the objects as a collection,
finding associations between the forms of objects of different eras,
creating lighting effects that would set off the volume, texture and
decorative design or text, and displaying the use of each object
were the criteria applied in the photography. All images had been
produced using large-format studio cameras; photographing 300
objects took seventeen months to complete. The history of each
section was carefully studied before photography, and the image
design was based on available data. Thus resulting exhibition is
the product of eyes, minds and hands that cherish and honor the
objects, their history and their homeland.

Photo Tip: JPG Compression
Babak Rezaei, Iran (Art_Babak@Yahoo.ca)

Compression artifacting can ruin a perfectly good image. It can be
introduced by the camera and/or by image editing software at
lower quality settings. Also, re-sizing, re-sampling, and re-saving
can all degrade the quality of a JPEG image, so be careful about
re-saving JPEGs and always keep a copy of the original file.
Remember, if a photo was re-saved 4 times (even at a quality of
"12" or "Best") the image quality will become worse and worse.

It's always best to start with the cleanest image possible.
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